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BVC Takes Best of Show for Fourth Straight Year
Four-peat!!!
After producing a spectacular “Under the Sea” float for
the annual Findlay Halloween Parade, the team from
Blanchard Valley Center captured the Best of Show Award
for the fourth consecutive year.
Blanchard Valley Center captured Best of Show in 2017,
2018, 2019 and 2021. The parade was not held in 2020
because of the pandemic.
The float was designed by Rob Scasny, who has taken the
lead on the project each of the past four years the parade
has been held. The work done to create the float was done
by Blanchard Valley employees, under Rob’s supervision.
“It was such a kick to have Best of Show float for four
straight years,” said Kelli Grisham, superintendent of
Blanchard Valley Center. “Rob certainly spearheads this
project, but it takes a lot of work by a lot of people to make
it happen.”
The float took hundreds of hours of work and consisted of
colorful fish, eels, sea turtles, sea horses, coral and waves,
all hand-crafted and painstakingly painted. The float
looked even more impressive at night as Rob used lights to
set it off.
Riding in the float was a beautiful, young mermaid – Gabby
Richardson. Gabby is the daughter of Blanchard Valley
employee Terra Richardson.
A second Blanchard Valley attraction featured a diving
cage with a SCUBA diver and attacking sharks.

Walking along with the floats were Jelly fish, lobsters, an
octopus, fish, sharks and a sea captain.
“Putting this on is a tremendous amount of work,” said
Kelli, who danced along the streets as an octopus. “We take
a lot of pride in building the float. But beyond that, it is a
great team-building exercise. A lot of our people contribute.
When I say that I have the best staff in the state, I mean it.
This is an example of the same kind of teamwork I witness
everyday when my team is supporting individuals with
disabilities in Hancock County. I’m so proud of them.”

DATES TO REMEMBER | VISIT WWW.BLANCHARDVALLEY.ORG FOR MORE DETAILS

November 10 – 6pm-8pm
Traveling Trivia
@ The Gathering

November 22 – 5:30pm
Board Meeting in
Training Center

November 30 – 11:30am-1pm
Lunch & Learn - Benefits
Analysis (see flyer)

November 11
Veteran’s Day –
BVC/BVS Closed

November 22-26
Fall Break for BVS

November 30 – 5:30pm-7pm
Dinner & Dialogue - Benefits
Analysis (see flyer)

November 25-26
BVC Closed Thanksgiving
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NOTES FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

Halloween Parade About Teamwork,
But Winning Isn’t So Bad, Either
Another Halloween Parade is in
the books. I hope that everyone
who watched the parade this year
enjoyed seeing our float as much
as we did building it.

PROVIDER OF THE QUARTER
Mercedez
Gallegos,
who is seen
her with
BVC Board
Member
Buzz Dyer.

STUDENT OF THE MONTH

Again, I tip my hat to our
taskmaster, Rob Scasny, who
designs and coordinates
construction of the float. Rob
is equal parts amazing and
demanding, but the results show in the four straight Best
of Show awards we have captured.

Rita Nyabuto

This was the best float so far. What do we have in store for next year? I can’t tell
you that, but rest assured, it’s in the works. It seems like no sooner is this year’s
parade over that we start planning for next year.
Could we get our fifth consecutive Best of Show award next year? Let’s hope. The
pressure’s on, Rob.
At Blanchard Valley Center, we are very appreciative of our providers. Mercedez
Gallegos, our Provider of the Quarter, is a great example of someone who gives
great care to the individuals we support.
Congratulations, Mercedez. We appreciate you.
Have a Happy Thanksgiving, everyone.

Virtual Scavenger
Hunt Returns
Beginning Black Friday, Blanchard
Valley Center will again present the
Virtual Holiday Scavenger Hunt.
Participants must download the
GooseChase app in order to
participate.
The game is designed for teams of
two, so start looking for your partner
and put together your team.

Kelli Grisham, Superintendent

Points will be assigned to the
missions. Judges will determine
if photos qualify as completing
the mission.

FANS Network
The FANS Network is a group of people
committed to enhancing the lives of people
with DD in a variety of ways. For more
information or to sign up and help when
needed, email info@blanchardvalley.org.

There will be prizes for the three
teams with the highest point totals.
To learn more, follow Blanchard
Valley Center on Instagram or
Facebook for more details.
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