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BVC Grads Honored with Drive-Through Ceremony
We are so proud of our 2020 high school
graduates - Skyler Schroen and Noah George.
Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, we were
unable to host our traditional graduation
ceremonies and instead held a “drive-through”
graduation. Family members drove Skyler and
Noah through the loop at the Blanchard Valley
Center. Staff members attended with signs of
congratulations and pompoms to cheer on
the graduates.
“We’ll miss Skyler and Noah around the
school,” said Kelli Grisham, superintendent of
Blanchard Valley Center. “They have always
brought a smile to my face. We wish them all
the best in their future endeavors.”

Noah George, left,
and Skyler Schroen
were the recipients
of a drive-through
graduation
at Blanchard
Valley School.
Superintendent
Kelli Grisham is
shown with the
proud graduates.

Preschoolers Also Get Mobile Graduation
Our high school graduates were not the
only ones honored with a drive-through
ceremony. Our preschool graduates also
got the royal treatment at the grounds of
Blanchard Valley Center.
One of those proud graduates was Noor
Koomen.
Noor has been attending Blanchard Valley
School for several years. She has completed
her final year at BVS and next fall will enroll at
Chamberlin Hill Intermediate School in Findlay
for fourth-grade special education classes.

Noor Koomen, upper left,
graduates from BVS to enter
Chamberlin Hill in the fall.

Congratulations to Noor and all the
preschool graduates.
DATES TO REMEMBER | VISIT WWW.BLANCHARDVALLEY.ORG FOR MORE DETAILS

June 17 – 11 a.m.–1 p.m.
Provider Luncheon

June 20 – 12:15 p.m.
Reverse Torch Run

June 22 – 5:30 p.m.
Board Meeting

Rec will begin in June
with limited capacity.
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NOTES FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

Things are Returning to Normal
at Blanchard Valley Center
We’re on our way back to normal as state
restrictions for the COVID-19 pandemic begin
to ease. It’s still slow, but we’re heading in the
right direction.
At the onset of the pandemic, we operated
with a small group of staff in the building, while
the remainder of the staff worked from home.
While following the governor’s orders, we
slowly brought people back to work and were
fully staffed on May 11.
On May 18, individuals we support and team members that did not
have access to attend online meetings were permitted to enter the
building as long as they followed
such protocols as wearing masks and
temperature readings, etc.
Also, children and adults in need of
an eligibility-for-services assessment
are permitted into the building with
a scheduled appointment. We are
utilizing the two conference rooms
at the front of the building to keep
any possible exposure in one part of
the building.
The rooms are cleaned and sanitized
after each use.
Again, congratulations to our high
school and preschool graduates.
I so wish we could have held our
traditional graduation ceremonies,
but we had a great time with the
drive-through ceremonies.
Stay safe, friends.

Kelli Grisham, Superintendent

Patty Wolford
Retires
Patty Wolford retired
in May after 20 years of
service to the Hancock
County Board of
Development Disabilities.
Patty worked closely
with the school as a food
service employee.
For more than two
decades, Patty has been a
friendly and familiar face
around the Blanchard
Valley Center. We wish
her all the best in her
well-deserved retirement.

Special Olympics Update
All Hancock County Special Olympics
activities are still suspended thru July 6. We
are hoping that they will continue later this
summer, but no decision has been made.
Please watch for the July issue of Starlight or
check our website for updates.
Special Olympics is looking for a volunteer
golf coach. Interested candidates should
contact Melanie Williams at mwilliams@
blanchardvalley.org.

Donations Helped BVC
During COVID Crisis
We are grateful at Blanchard Valley Center
for the people and organizations in Hancock
County who recently donated more than
300 badly needed items, such as masks, ear
protectors and hand sanitizer.
Those people and organizations who made
critical donations are: 1st Choice Family
Services, Barb Myers, Sandy Hermiller, Elaine
Inkrott, Barb Wilson, Freudenberg-NOK, Patti
Spears, Karlene Sonntag (Seams Fitting) and
Saige Meyer (Home Depot).

T-Shirt Fundraiser
Speaks Out is holding a t-shirt
fundraiser. Proceeds from the sale will
pay for conferences for self-advocates
to build on their skills. For more
information, please contact Danielle
Collins at dcollins@blanchardvalley.org.
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