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Michael Brooks lands
job at Birchhaven

Hancock Special Olympians
Shine at State Games

Michael Brooks
had a goal: He
wanted a job in
the community.
After working
in a sheltered
workshop for four
years, Michael
finally achieved
his goal in March
when he was
hired as a dietary
aide at Birchhaven
Village.
“We are so happy and so proud of Michael,”
said Alicia Robinson, who is Michael’s Service
and Support Administrator. “He has been
working toward this goal ever since I’ve known
him. He wanted to work in the community for
years, and he has finally achieved his goal.”
Michael’s responsibilities as a dietary aide include
doing dishes and collecting carts after meals.
Michael is 29, lives in Findlay, and is described
by Alicia as being “very social.” He is very
active in Special Olympics, participating in
basketball, softball, track, and bowling, and
loves to sing karaoke.
Congratulations, Michael.

Our Special Olympics team represented Hancock County well in
the Ohio State Games held recently in Columbus.
Our Olympians placed in 19 events.
Gold medals were won by Zach Metzler and Brian Wilkinson.
“We’re very proud of all of our athletes,” said Melanie Williams,
coordinator of Hancock County Special Olympics. “They
competed hard, were humble in victory, gracious in defeat,
and friends to everyone they met. They embodied what Special
Olympics and friendly competition is supposed to be about.”
The award winners from Hancock County were: Dakota Bower,
silver medal in the softball toss; Trevor Mahler, bronze medal
in the softball toss; Titus Nault, competing in the pentathlon,
won a bronze medal in the high jump and a bronze medal in the
400-meter dash; Ryley Sherick, bronze in the 100-meter dash;
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

DATES TO REMEMBER

August 8 – 5:30 - 7 p.m.
Dinner & Dialogue

August 21 – noon
Provider Council

August 10 – 8 a.m.
Up, Up & Away 5K

August 26 – 5 - 8 p.m.
Game Night at Stevi B’s

August 26 – 5:30 p.m.
Blanchard Valley
board meeting

BVC Closed Aug. 23
For In-Service Training
Blanchard Valley Center will be
closed Aug. 23 for an all-staff
in-service training. SSAs will be
on call at 419.722.9262.

JULY 2018 ISSUE

NOTES FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

PROVIDER OF THE QUARTER

Tractor Supply Company
Tim Conine, the manager of
Tractor Supply, is shown with T.J.
Patterson, who receives services
from Blanchard Valley and is a
Tractor Supply employee. Tim
has worked with T.J. to ensure
his successful employment. T.J.,
in return, is very happy working
at Tractor Supply and thankful for
his TSC team, especially Tim.

We’re Seeking Community
Input for Our Strategic Plan
Every three years, the state of Ohio
requires that we submit a strategic
plan for Blanchard Valley. This is
a considerable undertaking that
requires a lot of time and sweat by
our staff.
We are now ramping up to create the
2020-21-22 strategic plan.

Hancock Special Olympians
Shine at State Games CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
David Forwalder, bronze medal in the 100-meter
dash; Tayler Brantley, fifth place in the 100-meter
dash; Alex LeVeck, silver medal in the 100-meter dash;
Zach Metzler, gold medal in the 100-meter dash; Tina
Watson, bronze in the 100-meter walk; Brian Wilkinson,
gold in the 100-meter walk; Taylor Heldman, fourth
place in the softball toss; Matt Reed, silver in the
50-meter dash; Samantha Milum, silver in the softball
toss; Billie Jo Emmons, fourth place in the 50-meter
dash; Cody Stahl, bronze medal in the 100-meter dash;
Rodney Brown, bronze medal in the 100-meter dash;
and Patrick Slack, bronze medal in the 100-meter dash.

This is not something we want to
create in a vacuum, so we’re going to be asking for your
input. Over the next few months, we will be contacting
our stakeholders – elected officials, board members,
taxpayers, employees, community partners, caregivers,
and school districts – seeking your input.
We will use Survey Monkey for the questionnaire. We’ll be
reaching out soon. We hope you’ll take the time to give us
your feedback and help us create a more comprehensive
strategic plan.
We recently held our Provider Appreciation Lunch at
Blanchard Valley Center. It was our opportunity to say
thanks for the great work they do providing services to the
individuals we serve. And, once again, let me say thanks
for all you do.

			

Kelli Grisham, Superintendent

BVC provides resources and supports that empower people with DD to live lives with meaning and purpose.
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