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Aktion Club Leaders Prepare for 2019
BVC’s Aktion Club installed its new officers for 2019 during
the annual installation banquet on Oct. 15. Past Lt. Gov.
and Findlay Kiwanian Rick Kidwell conducted the installation before a crowd of more than 60 club members, family,
and friends.
Michelle Boyles will lead the club next year as its president.
Michelle has been involved with Aktion Club since its
inception in 2015 and previously served as the club’s vice
president. Past secretary Molly Dible will take over as vice
president. Nicole Powell will assume the duties of treasurer,

while past president Dan Sartin will fill the role of secretary.
“This is an outstanding team of leaders,” said Aktion Club
advisor Cheryl Strohm. “They will help the club achieve its
goals for next year and beyond.”
Aktion Club, sponsored by Kiwanis International, creates
competent, capable, caring leaders through the vehicle of
service. Its members help their community with service
projects throughout the year. Members must be 18 and
have a Service and Support Administrator to qualify for
membership in the Aktion Club.

Providers gain insights into SELF Waivers
When Ohio launched the Self-Empowered Life Funding
(SELF) waiver in 2012, it gave recipients more control
over where and how they receive services. While the
idea of self-direction allowed for more independence
and creativity, it also raised more questions about just
how it could be used.
Providers and SSAs received answers to some of those
questions during a recent training session with Mindy
Garverick of Dynamic Pathways. She explained how
SELF waivers could be used to increase community
inclusion activities as well as to support integrated
employment. This unique waiver also covers typical
services such as remote monitoring, day supports,
vocational habilitation, non-medical transportation, and
residential respite.

For goods and services that fall outside of the typical
list, the SELF waiver allows for participant-directed
goods and services.
This aspect of the waiver has enabled Taryn to expand
the services she receives. She and her mother, Cindy,
explained how they use the SELF waiver for Taryn’s art
classes and equine therapy. They also have obtained
a ball chair to help with Taryn’s core strengthening
and balance issues. A recently installed camera
system alerts Cindy when her daughter arrives home,
increasing Taryn’s independence in the community and
safety at home.
For more information about the unique SELF waiver, go
to www.dodd.ohio.gov or contact the SSA department
at Blanchard Valley Center.

DATES TO REMEMBER

Nov. 10 - 9am
Garage Sale

Nov. 21 - 10A-12Noon
Provider Council

Nov. 30 - 6-8PM
Holidaze Craft Show

Nov. 12
Veterans Day – BVC Closed

Nov. 22-23
Thanksgiving – BVC Closed

Dec. 1 - 9AM-2PM
Holidaze Craft Show

Nov. 16 - 6-8PM
Sensory Movie

Nov. 26 - 5:30PM
Board Meeting
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COMMUNITY PARTNER OF THE QUARTER

STUDENT OF THE MONTH

Rusty Feels Valued at GSW

Liam: Big Heart, Big Smile

Rusty Thomas hadn’t worked in
the community for several years
when he was hired by GSW in 2017.
However, the local manufacturer
went above and beyond to make
Rusty part of its team. GSW, which
makes wiring harnesses, hired Rusty
as a janitor. He utilized a job coach as he learned about his
responsibilities. Before long, GSW hired Rusty part-time and
recently trained him to be part of their fire protection team.
Rusty says GSW has gone out of its way to support and help
him. In honor of its outstanding support of Rusty, GSW is
our Community Partner of the Quarter.

Liam has started his first year of
preschool, where he has shown
tremendous growth. He has been
using more signs to communicate
with his teachers and peers, starting
to draw prewriting strokes, and works
independently during transitions and
activities. He always shows his great personality and his big
heart with his big smile. If he sees anyone upset, he will try
to comfort them in his own way. He will even offer to help
his teachers around the classroom. We know he will exceed
everyone’s expectations! Congratulations, Liam, our October
Student of the Month.

Learning the Skills to Pay the Bills
When an employer is ready to hire, they look for the
candidates that show the right skills.

ness, friendliness, dependability, neatness, honesty,
appearance, teamwork, work ethic, and confidence.

During BVC’s first-ever soft skills seminar, people looking
for a job learned if they have the skills to pay the bills.

“I wasn’t sure about going, but I’m glad I did,” said
Brandon Kiley, one of the participants. “It was really fun
and I learned a lot to help me as I’m job hunting.”

The fun, fast-paced event focused on ten skills that
employers look for in new hires. Participants moved between stations, learning about positive attitude, prompt-

The event was part of National Disability Employment
Awareness Month.

NOTES FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

BVC Puts A-Plus Effort into Parade, New Website
Another Halloween parade is in the
books, along with another Best of
Show Award for Blanchard Valley
Center. I want to send out a tremendous thank-you to all the staff,
providers, and people that helped us
create the Greatest Show on Earth
– the BVC Circus! Let’s start working
on those award-winning ideas for
next Halloween.
Aktion Club members put the emphasis on action recently as they presented issues impacting people with disabilities to Findlay City Council. Dan Sartin did an outstanding
job addressing city officials about transportation and
accessibility in the city. He also thanked Council for the
downtown improvements, including curb cuts and midblock crossings that aid people in wheelchairs and with
other walking disabilities.

Although National Disability Employment Awareness
Month has ended, we want to thank local employers for
their on-going support of employees with disabilities. We
will continue to develop this under-utilized pool of prospective employees to meet local needs.
Finally, we want to announce the launch of the new
Blanchard Valley website – www.blanchardvalley.org. It
features a totally new look, easier navigation, and more
information for providers, families, and the community.
Please take a few minutes to check it out.

				
				

Kelli Grisham
Superintendent
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BVC Earns Best of Show with Circus-Themed Parade Entry
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Our volunteerpainted wagon

BVC provides resources and supports that empower people with DD to live lives with meaning and purpose.

1700 E. Sandusky Street, Findlay, OH 45840
blanchardvalley.org
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Number
419-422-6387
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