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August 4, 1994 was a hot and balmy day.  I thought I was pre-

pared for the many changes the birth of a child would bring to 

our life.  Logan William Bell entered the world at 1:02 p.m. on 

that August day. 

 

At first, things seemed normal and the doctor told us he was 

healthy.  But when Logan was twelve hours old, the roller 

coaster our life would become was about to take the first big 

hill.  Logan experienced respiratory distress.  The doctor de-

cided to send him to Toledo Childrenôs Hospital.  The Mobile 

Life Unit was called and he was transported to Toledo NICU 

Unit.  During the transport a nurse noticed that Loganôs muscle 

tone was low and that his head seemed big.  They performed a 

battery of tests on my baby boy and found that everything was 

normal.  At the end of six days, and many head measurements 

of other family members, we were discharged with a diagnosis 

of developmental delay and hypotonia.  The doctors assured us 

that we had a healthy baby boy and it would just take time for 

Logan to catch up. 

 

At three months old, Logan experienced double lung pneumo-

nia and was on a ventilator and admitted to the Toledo PICU 

Unit. After four days, the ventilator was removed and he was 

moved to a step down unit.  They ran a number of the same 

tests to find no specific diagnosis.  A few days before Thanks-

giving, the doctorôs prognosis was not so positive.  He said, ñMrs. Bell, take him home and love him because he 

will probably not have a very long lifeò. When he returned home from that hospital stay he no longer cried or held 

his bottle. That was the first of many times that I would be determined to do everything I could to motivate Logan 

to be the best that he could be. 

 

Logan began the Early Intervention program at Blanchard Valley Center when he was six months old.  He did not 

have trunk or head control but again, I was determined to motivate Logan and make sure he would have the best 

quality of life possible.  Logan participated in as many therapies as I could find; both traditional and alternative. I 

had him in the water as frequently as possible. When he was denied acceptance into a horse program because of his 

head control, Grandpa gave Logan a pony for his birthday. My family and I had become very skilled at adapta-

tions. We developed a back support and attached it to a saddle. 

 

We transferred to Columbus Childrenôs Hospital. I was again told by another neurologist that Logan would grow 

out of this delay. He assured me Logan would walk. He would just be behind. By age three, he did meet some sim-

ple milestones but was still non-verbal and non-mobile.  He continued to make progress, but it was very slow. 

 

Many changes took place in our family. Unfortunately, I had to leave the home to work full time and became 

physically, emotionally and financially exhausted. Logan seemed to realize the changes in our life and became 

depressed. Finally, our life developed a routine and although I was not getting him in the water as frequently or to 

as many therapies, he seemed to become happier again. Swimming with the dolphins in Key Largo Florida became 

a yearly vacation/therapy event for us and once again he was making some strides. 

 

The roller coaster hadnôt stopped yet.  At age five he experienced his first seizure, which lasted nearly an hour. 

When we traveled to Florida that same year for a dolphin swim, the seizures became more and more frequent. 

Sometimes 20+ a day. We were in Florida hospitals for nearly a month. Dr. Duchaney, a world-renowned neurolo-

gist, could not control Loganôs seizures. Logan and I were air transported back to Ohio. A doctor at Columbus 
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The Hancock County Board of Developmental 

Disabilities has received a Pathways Grant from 

the Ohio Department of Rehabilitative Services to 

provide job training and job preparation services 

for individuals with disabilities. 

 

The total grant - $935,352 ï is a collaboration 

with developmental disabilities agencies in Allen, 

Auglaize and Logan counties, and Goodwill-

Easter Seals of the Miami Valley. 

 

Hancock County's apportionment is $119,830. 

Kim Tabor, director of adult services for the Han-

cock County Board of Developmental Disabili-

ties, said the funds will be used to provide a vari-

ety of services geared toward preparing individu-

als with disabilities for jobs in the community by 
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Hancock County Board of  Developmental Disabilities 
Wins State Job Preparation Grant  

providing job training and coaching. Coordina-

tion of the services will be provided by Good-

will -Easter Seals. 

 

"This will assist older adults and the 18-22 age 

group as they prepare to leave school and enter 

the job market," Tabor said. "Blanchard Valley 

Industries will provide valuable training ser-

vices and place more individuals in jobs in the 

community." 

 

Included in the training will be personal and 

work adjustment training, vocational training, 

individual job coaching, resume writing and job 

placement. 

 

The one-year grant begins Oct. 1. 

To Those We 
Have Lost Along 

The Way  

 . . .  

 

Jane Risner  
 

 

Loss Of A 

Friend  

A loss of a friend 
hurts 

The loss of a 
best friend hurts 

more,  
But it is never a 

true loss;  
Everyday you 

will see 
something that 
reminds you of 

them.  
This will bring a 

memory;  
A memory of the 
times you spent 

together,  
Followed by 

another;  
A memory of 
how you went 
your separate 

ways. 
They will always 
be in your mind;  

They never 

really leave you.  

-Nerissa Morton 

Meet Logan- (contõd) 

Childrenôs got to the root of the problem. Logan was born 

with a tethered spinal cord in his lower back.  As soon as the 

doctor had Loganôs seizures somewhat controlled, he had back 

surgery to un-tether his spinal cord. 

 

His feet started to grow, his trunk and head control became 

much better, and I was excited with more small accomplish-

ments. He was now permanently on seizure medication, but 

controlled.  The seizures caused temporal lobe scarring; which 

left little chances of him ever talking. Doctors were amazed he 

had any use of his legs. They felt within another year he 

would have been totally paralyzed. 

 

As Logan grows into a young man, the seizures have started 

again. At fifteen, they are not completely controlled and even 

though he has experienced many side affects from the medica-

tions, he is a healthy kid and a real trooper. People are drawn 

to him and he has been the inspiration for many good things. 

 

Logan is non-mobile and non-verbal; but very happy.  Logan teaches everyday.  If you are willing to 

listen, he may teach you something you wouldnôt have thought of or necessarily have been open to.  

Logan has taught me patience, to be aware, to be knowledgeable, evaluate opinions of professionals 

and trust my intuition concerning his care so that I can be his voice and be the best possible advocate 

for him. 

 

Logan lives at home in Arlington and attends Van Buren Local Schools.    He enjoys spending time 

with his Grandma and Grandpa Rettig and Aunt Amy, swimming, relaxing in the Sensory Playroom 

at SKT, riding his bike, taking long walks, petting his dog, Lucy, helping mom with laundry, listen-

ing to books, swinging, going to ballgames (loves the band), his annual swim with the dolphins, 

Spongebob and more! 

 

Logan was the inspiration of Special Kids therapy and is currently an Honorary Board Member. 



assisted our 

residents and 

staff with 

p a i n t i n g 

coffee mugs 

and the resi-

dents also 

e n j o y e d 

painting and 

personaliz-

ing their own t-shirts.  Max 

and Ermaôs provided everyone 

with ice cream sundaes to cool 

off and satisfy the sweet tooth.  

Angie Schimmel brought her 

therapy dogs, Tango and Drys-

dal, for everyone to play with.  

The dogs enjoyed the pool and 

helped the residents paint t-

shirts with their paws.  Every-

one worked up an appetite and 

was anxiously awaiting the 

cookout at suppertime.  We 

filled up 

on hot-

d o g s , 

h a m -

burgers, 

f r e s h 

fruit, baked beans, potatoes, 

dessert and the list goes oné. 

As the day came winding down, 

we had to finish with a couple 

games of Bingo before loading 

our tired feet on to the bus to 

come home.  Nine residents 

stayed behind and finished the 

night with a movie on the big 

screen and spent the night in the 

cabin.  It was another wonder-

ful year and many memories 

were made.  Thanks to every-

one who helped make our day a 

success! 

 

 

On August 10 everyone from 

Blanchard Valley Residential 

went to Camp Berry for a fun 

f i l l e d 

day of 

c ra f t s , 

fishing, 

b o a t -

ing, and 

o f 

course, good food.  We started 

out our day at the lodge with a 

delicious picnic lunch and 

snow cones.  Although it was 

very warm and humid, every-

one beat the heat by splashing 

in the pool and by sneaking up 

on unsuspecting people with 

squirt guns.  

Those peo-

ple that did-

nôt want to 

swim tried 

their luck 

down at the 

pond with 

fishing and 

boating.  Sandy Essinger from 

Painterôs Pottery came and 

Whatõs Happening @ BVRC 

As the result of the efforts of 

self advocates, S.B. 79 was 

passed by both the Ohio House 

of Representatives and Senate 

and in July Governor Strick-

land signed it.   

 

We all are aware that the 

words ñmental retardationò 

may or may not apply to the 

individuals we serve.  Also, 

these words are sometimes 

used in a derogatory manner.  

Eliminating them is a way of 

insuring dignity and respect to 

everyone with developmental 

disabilities.   

 

We have also adopted a new 

logo that you see in our news-

letter and on other publica-

tions.  It depicts individuals 

reaching for the stars overhead 

and was inspired by the Findlay 

Stars produced by our Kan Du 

Art Studio. 

 

Last but not least, we have 

streamlined our mission state-

ment to make it focused and 

memorable.  Blanchard Valley 

Centerôs mission is to increase 

opportunities for people with 

developmental disabilities to 

learn, live, work and play in the 

community. 

 

We had a Lunch on the Lawn 

on Friday, September 18th to 

celebrate these important 

changes and thank the commu-

nity for its continued support.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hancock County Board of 

Mental Retardation and Devel-

opmental Disabilities is chang-

ing its name to the Hancock 

County Board of Developmen-

tal Disabilities.  Like many 

other Boards across the State 

of Ohio, we are dropping the 

words ñmental retardationò 

from our name and other refer-

ences.   

Connie Ament  

Superintendent  

Please 

Welcomeé. 
 

Steve Guyton 

Principal 

 

Heather Tussing 

Occupational  

Therapist 

 

Jennifer Graber-

Dunbar 

School Age 

Instructor 

 

Mary Dee Simons 

School Age Instruc-

tor Assistant 

 

Mary Ludwig  

Foster Parent 

 

Carolyn Clark  

Foster Parent 

 

Brandy Roe 

Substitute Instructor 

 

Kelly Risner 

Substitute Instructor 

 

Annette Talbott 

One on One Aide 

 

Chelsea Bibler 

One-on-One Aide 

 

Linda Wehri  

Substitute Instructor 

Assistant 

 

LaShelle Norman 

Substitute Instructor 

Assistant 

 

Jennifer Taylor 

TPW 

 

Jessica Reinhart 

TPW 

 

Chris Vanatta 

BVI Substitute 

 

Robert Rojas 

BVI Substitute 

New Name, New Logo and New Mission Statement 
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NEW PROVIDER CERTIFI-

CATION RULE  

 

The new provider certification 

rule is scheduled to go into ef-

fect on October 1, 2009. This 

topic was covered during the 

July 15th Provider Council, 

along with a document summa-

rizing the upcoming changes. 

Also, providers were E-mailed 

that document along with the 

rule and a notice from the De-

partment. If for some reason 

you did not get this important 

information, please E-mail 

Steve Harper at 

sharper@blanchardvalley.org. 

or call 419-422-6387, ext. 1008. 

HEALTH & SAFETY ALERT  

 

The Ohio Department of Devel-

opmental Disabilities has issued 

a health and safety alert which 

contains important information, 

especially for those individuals, 

families, and guardians who are 

contemplating a change in pro-

viders. Please follow this link for 

more details and click on Alert 

44-8-09. 

 

http://odmrdd.state.oh.us/health/

alerts.htm 

 

 

 

 

Provider Corner 
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Employed @ BVI  

2009  

30 Years  

Cary S.  

Jeff S.  

 

25 Years  

Melissa K.  

Linda W.  

 

20 Years  

Randy C.  

Martha D.  

Kerry S.  

 

15 Years  

Michael B.  

Lisa C.  

Dale E.  

Wayne T.  

Beth W.  

 

10 Years  

Todd D.  

Shelley F.  

Mark H.  

Diane N.  

 

5 Years  

James B.  

Karen L.  

Michelle R.  

I wanted you to know that Steve 

Guyton has joined Blanchard 

Valley Center as the Principal of 

Blanchard Valley School.  He 

has a Masterôs in Elementary 

Education and a Masterôs in 

Educational Administration from 

the University of Findlay.  For 

the past 15 years he has worked 

for the Allen County Board of 

MRDD.  Most recently he has 

been their Early Childhood Edu-

cation Coordinator (Early Inter-

vention and Preschool) prior to 

that he was a Case Manager.  He 

has been a Graduate Adjunct 

Faculty (Special Education) for 

the University of Findlay.  He 

also has experience in residential 

services and, of course, as an 

Instructor.  The interview team 

was impressed with his knowl-

edge, sincere interest in students 

and their families, creativity, and 

enthusiasm.  References com-

mented that ñhe would pull staff 

together as a team, pursue their 

professional growth and create a 

positive environment within your 

school.ò  Others commented on 

his leadership skills, his concern 

for the children, and his involve-

ment with families and the com-

munity. 

 

He began this position on July 

27th.  Please welcome him to 

BVC.   

 

 

 

 

 

Martha Davis, a teacher at 

Blanchard Valley School, has 

been named the 2009 recipient of 

the Franklin B Walter Out-

standing Educator Award. 

 

The statewide award is named for 

Franklin B. Walter, a former Ohio 

superintendent of public instruc-

tion. 

 

The honor is one of several given 

annually by the Ohio Coalition 

with Disabilities, Buckeye Asso-

ciation of School Administrators, 

Ohio Educational Services Center 

Association, Ohio School Board 

Association and the Ohio Super-

intendents of County Boards of 

MRDD. 

 

Davis was hon-

ored at an 

awards lunch-

eon in Colum-

bus. 

 

Original Arti-

cle published 
in The Courier 

Bowling Schedule 2009-2010 

Vocational:10/1,10/22, 11/12, 

12/10, 1/14, 2/4, 2/25, 3/18,4/8 

Intermediate:10/8,10/29, 11/19, 

12/17, 1/21, 2/11, 3/4, 3/25,4/15 

Primary:10/15, 11/5, 12/3, 1/7, 

1/28, 3/11, 2/18, 3/11,4/1 
 

Swimming 

Wheelchair Students to Fostoria:  

9/25,10/9,10/16,10/23,11/6,11/1

3,11/20,12/4,12/11,12/18,1/8,1/1

5,1/22,2/5,2/12,2/19, 

2/26,3/5,3/12,3/19,3/26,4/9,4/16,

4/23,4/30,5/7 
 

Afternoon Groups to Birchaven: 

Senior Group 1: 9/25, 11/6, 

12/11, 1/22, 2/26, 3/26,4/30 

Intermediate G2: 0/9, 11/13, 

12/18, 2/5, 3/5, 4/9, 5/7 

Junior G3: 10/16 ,11/20, 1/8, 

2/12, 3/12, 4/16, 

Primary G4: 10/23, 12/4, 1/15, 

2/19, 3/19, 4/23 
 

Tennis Schedules 

Vocational Students: 9/30, 10/7, 

10/14, 10/21, 10/27, 11/4, 11/11, 

11/18, 12/2, 12/9, 12/16, 1/6, 

1/13, 1/20, 1/27, 2/3, 2/10, 2/17, 

2/24, 3/3, 3/10, 3/17, 3/24, 4/7, 

4/14, 4/21, 4/28 

New Principal . . . . Davis receives 
educator award . . . . 

From Mr Bob . . . . 
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